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REF: (A) NOUAKCHOTT 744(NOTAL), (B) NOUAKCHOTT 144(NOTAL) 

(C) 77 LOME 3400(NOTAL) 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASDEFIED. MAURITANIAN PRESIDENT MOKTAR OULD DADDAH 
DEPARTED NOUAKCHOTT ON MARCH 21 ON VISIT TO TOGO AND GABON. 
MARCH 22 ISSUE OF MAURITANIAN GOVERNMENT SPONSORED DAILY NEWS- 
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PAPER CHAAB DESCRIBED VISITS AS PART OF CONTINUING SERIIES OF 
PERIODIC MEETINGS BETWEEN CHIEFS OF STATE OF COMMUNAUTE 
ECONOMIQUE DES ETATS DE L'AFRIQUE DE L'QUEST (CEDEAO) MEMBERS. 

ARTICLE NOTED THAT PRESIDENTIAL VISITS OF FRINDSHIP WERE MADE 
IN RESPONSE TO INVITATIONS FROM THE PREFDENTS OF TOGO AND 
GABON AND THAT PRESIDENT OULD DADDAH WILL TALK WITH TOGO 
PRESIDENT EYADEMA ON QUOTE AFRICAN PROBLEMS IN GENERAL AND THE 
BILATERAL RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR COUNTRY AND TOGO IN PARTICULAR 
END QUOTE. END UNCLASSIFIED 

2. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL. PRESIDENT OULD DADDH'S VISIT TO TOGO 
COULD POSSIBLY BE CONNECTED WITH NEGOTIATIONS TO RESOLVE WESTERN 
SAHARA DISPTE. DURING MARCH 16 MEETING AMBASSADOR MUHAVYD 
KLD SIDCLI, FOREIGN MINISTRY SECGEN, SPECULATED THAT OAU 
WOULD DISCUSS WESTERN SAHARA ISSUE BEFORE JULY 1978 KHARTOUM 
OAU SUMMIT (REFTEL A). DURING MARCH 20 DISCUSSIONS WITH SENIOR 
MAURITANIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL, I SPECIFICALLY ASKED HIM 
ABOUT RUMORS OF ONGOING DRECT CONTACT BETWEEN MOROCCO, MAURITANIA 
AND ALGERIA ON HE WESTERN SAHARA ISSUE. OFFICIAL NEITHER CON- 
FIRMED NOR DENIED THIS SPECULATION, BUT RATHER AFFIRMED QUOTE 
YES, ONE TALKS OF SUCH CONTACT UNQUOTE. TOGO HAS TAKEN ACTIVE 
ROLE IN MAINTAINING CONTACT WITH POLISARIO LEADERS (REFTEL C) 

AND WOULDT A LOGICAL SITE FOR MEDIATION DISCUSSIONS. MOROCCAN 
EMBASSY DCM SUGGESTED IN MID-JANUARY THAT SUC DIRECT FACE TO 
RKACE TALKS WERE BEING HELDIN EITHER YAOUNDE OR LOME (REFTEL XB). 
MAURITANIANS WOULD WELCOME OPPORTUNITY TO NEGOTIATE SETTLEMENT 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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OF WESTERN SDGARA DISPUTE AND MAY BE ACCELERATING EFFORTS TO 
BEGIN SUCH NEGOTIATIONS BY JULY 1978. 

FARLEY 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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